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Overview of the 2016 
Election 



Early primary wins make Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump the frontrunners of each 
of their respective parties, and both candidates enjoy even healthier leads over their 
nearest competitors in delegates and primary votes after Tuesday’s results in New 
York.   
Clinton: 1,930 delegates 

Sanders: 1,189 delegates 

2,383 needed to win  

Source: CBS News Poll, conducted 4/8-4/12 

Trump: 845 delegates 

Cruz: 559 delegates 

Kasich: 147 delegates 

1,237 needed to win 

Source: RealClearPolitics, 4/20/16 

3,175,166 

votes to date 

10,387,916 

votes to date 

7,699,652 

votes to date 
6,387,243 

votes to date 

8,716,136 

votes to date 
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Candidates  

18% of 
electorate 

24% of 
electorate 

39% of 
electorate 

19% of 
electorate 

18-29 30-44 45-64 65 and older 

Clinton 35% 53% 63% 73% 

Sanders 65% 47% 37% 27% 

Candidates 

10% of 
electorate 

14% of 
electorate 

46% of 
electorate 

29% of 
electorate 

18-29 30-44 45-64 65 and older 

Trump n/a 51% 64% 62% 

Kasich n/a 29% 24% 25% 

Cruz n/a 20% 12% 62%  

New York primary Results By Age 

A significant factor in the overwhelming victories of Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump in 
New York were the candidates ability to rack up massive margins of victory over their 
opponents among voters between the ages of 45-64. This age group makes up a solid 
plurality of both parties primary electorate. For the Republican Party in particular, it 
constitutes a near majority.  

Source: CNN Exit polls from NY Primary; n=1391 



Source: Quinnipiac University poll of 1,451 registered voters nationwide with a margin of error of +/- 2.6 percentage points. Live interviewers call land 
lines and cell phones. Includes 652 Republicans with a margin of error of +/- 3.8 percentage points and 635 Democrats with a margin of error of +/- 3.9 
percentage points. 

Hillary Clinton is the preferred 
candidate of women, younger 
voters, college educated voters 
and non-white voters in a 
general election matchup. 
Trump wins older voters over 
the age of 65 and white voters. 
While he also wins with men, 
Clinton performs much better 
among men than Trump does 
among women. Independents 
are split between the two 
candidates.  

vs. 



Source: Quinnipiac University poll of 1,451 registered voters nationwide with a margin of error of +/- 2.6 percentage points. Live interviewers call land 
lines and cell phones. Includes 652 Republicans with a margin of error of +/- 3.8 percentage points and 635 Democrats with a margin of error of +/- 3.9 
percentage points. 

Republicans and voters over 
the age of 65 are the only 
major categories of voters in 
which Trump out performs 
Sanders. 
 
These numbers not only show 
Democrats have a strong edge 
over Republicans with a broad 
swath of voters, but also 
challenges the view that 
Sanders is “unelectable.”  

vs. 



Trump voters stand out for 
their pessimism about the 
direction of the country 
and their pronounced 
economic anxiety.  
 
Supporters of Trump, 
Clinton, and Sanders share 
the belief that the nation’s 
economic system favors 
the rich.  

How the voters view major 
2016 issues 

Source: Pew Research Center poll conducted March 17-27  



Overall, Americans name the economy and national security as the “top 
priorities“ facing our President and Congress, but making Social Security 
financially sound, reducing health care costs, and making Medicare 
financially sounds are also top of mind. 
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I'd like to ask you about priorities for President Obama and Congress this year. As I read from a list, 
tell me if you think each should be a top priority, important but lower priority, not too important or 
should it not be done. 
Source: Pew Research Religion and Politics Survey. January 7-14, 2016. n=2,009 adults. MOE=+/-4 percent 



Seniors and The Election 

With rising healthcare costs and premiums 

increasing for Medicare beneficiaries, it is critically 

important that elected officials prioritize the needs of 

our nation’s seniors, who report feeling ignored by 

the 2016 Presidential candidates. 



Older voters most want to hear candidates’ position on healthcare, living 
independently, Social Security, and the deficit. Older/retired voters assign 
greater importance in many areas, but especially healthcare, Social Security 
and living independently. 

 

Source: AARP/ Hart Research Associates and GS Strategy Group findings from a national survey of voters age 50 and older 
conducted in March 2016 for AARP 

How helpful would it be in your vote decisions to learn about a 
presidential candidate’s plan for this? 

[% Very Important] 



Strengthening Social Security is uniformly viewed as 
important among older voters.  
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Source: AARP/ Hart Research Associates and GS Strategy Group findings from a national survey of voters age 50 and older conducted in 
March 2016 for AARP 

Importance that government takes action to make Social 

Security financially sound for future generations 

 

Very Important  

 

Men  82%  

Women   83% 

 

Age 50-59   78% 

Age 60 -60  86% 

Age 70+  86% 

 

White  82% 

Black  90% 

Latino  86% 

 

 



The high cost of prescription drugs is a concern for 
older Americans. There is strong support for 
negotiation on prescription drug prices. 
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Source: AARP/ Hart Research Associates and GS Strategy Group findings from a national survey of voters age 50 and older conducted in 
March 2016 for AARP 

Support for Allowing Medicare to Negotiate Lower Drug Prices 

 

Total Support 

 

Democrats 86%  

Independents 78% 

Republicans 81% 

 

 



APPENDIX 



Top Five Issues Facing Seniors in America 

• Long-Term Care 

• Millions of Americans will need some long-term care services in their lifetime. Yet, most do not realize 
that Medicare does not cover these costs, and private insurance is unaffordable for many.  

• Funding Senior Programs 

• Senior programs—such as home-delivered meals, falls prevention, and caregiver support—keep older 
adults healthy, secure, and independent in their own homes. They also help families who are juggling 
elder care with other responsibilities. Yet, senior services are drastically underfunded with growing 
waiting lists under recent budget caps. 

• Social Security 

• Social Security is the most effective anti-poverty program in U.S. history, keeping 21 million people 
out of poverty each year. Still, a substantial number of seniors, particularly women and African 
Americans, rely on Social Security for most or all of their retirement income. This fixed income often 
isn’t enough to make ends meet, leaving many American seniors struggling to get by. 

• Medicare Protection 

• Half of Medicare beneficiaries have incomes below $24,500. Yet, on average, they must pay more 
than $5,000 annually out-of-pocket for their health care needs. These seniors face impossible 
decisions each month on whether to spend their limited incomes on medicine, food, or rent. 

• Senior Hunger 

• More than nine million older adults face the threat of hunger, yet three in five seniors eligible for the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP – formerly known as Food Stamps) are not enrolled 
in the benefit. Others face fewer home-delivered meals and long waiting lists to participate. 

Source: National Council on Aging  
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Source: Kaiser Family Foundation Health Tracking Polls   



In work on behalf of Center for Community Change Action 
and Social Security Works in 2014, we found strong support 
for supporting, and even increasing, Social Security benefits. 

• Voters overwhelmingly support increasing Social Security benefits. This is 
not just an issue of public policy, but rather a core value.  
• 79 percent of likely voters supported “increasing Social Security benefits and 

paying for that increase by having wealthy Americans pay the same rate into 
Social Security as everyone else” including 59 percent who strongly supported, 
while just 21 percent opposed.  

 

• Voters say they would reward their member of Congress if they voted to 
increase benefits.  
• 63 percent reported being more likely to vote for their member of Congress if 

they voted for increasing Social Security benefits, while 16 percent said they 
would be less likely and 21 percent said it makes no difference. 

On behalf of Center for Community Change Action and Social Security Works, Lake Research Partners 
surveyed 1035 registered likely 2014 voters nationwide by telephone from August 17th through 21th, 
2014. The survey has a margin of error of +/- 3.1%. 



It's no surprise to see clear differences between the two parties' 
candidates. Democrats oppose benefit cuts and would strengthen Social 
Security through increasing payroll taxes.  

• Hillary Clinton 

• Opposes privatization of Social Security, opposes raising the 
retirement age and opposes reducing annual cost-of-living 
adjustments (COLA). 

• Opposes closing the long-term shortfall with moves that affect 
the middle class, whether through benefit reductions or tax 
increases. 

• Would expand Social Security for those who need it most, 
including widows and women who took significant time out of 
the workforce to care for children or aging parents. 

• Would increase taxes on the wealthiest Americans by raising the 
cap on Social Security taxable income and taxing other income 
not currently taken into account by the Social Security system. 

 

• Bernie Sanders  

• Opposes any reductions to Social Security benefits, opposes 
increasing the retirement age and opposes privatization. 

• Would strengthen Social Security funding by raising the system's 
taxable wage base to $250,000 (it will be $118,500 in 2016). 

Source: HillaryClinton.com and BernieSanders.com 



The Republican candidates would raise the retirement age and reduce the growth 
of benefits. None of the Republican candidates have mentioned potential changes 
to Social Security taxes. 

• Donald Trump 

• Trump opposes cuts to Social Security and opposes 
raising the retirement age. 

• Ted Cruz 

• Ted Cruz believed George Bush’s push to privatize 
Social Security “was the right thing to do.” 

• Voted against HR 4302: Protecting Access to Medicare 
Act of 2014 

• Cruz would raise the retirement age and cap increases 
in the cost-of-living adjustment. He also advocates 
allowing workers to save up to $25,000 per year in 
Universal Savings Accounts (USA). 

• John Kasich  

• John Kasich proposed a Social Security privatization 
plan similar to Pres. Bush’s “that would reduce the 
Social Security benefits of future retirees by a total of 
about 45 percent” 

• Was a leading figure in the gutting of welfare benefits, 
slashed Medicare spending, and enacted austerity 
through the Balanced Budget Act of 1997. 

Source: OntheIssues.org 


